


"The transformation has really changed
our life style and the way we live, even
though very little was done to our exist-
ing apartment. It was repainted, and the
bathroom was renovated; it's better
equipped now. The only real change is the
extra space, this extra room.”

Ms Jean-Charles
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Interview with
Ms Darsemaine

"You get a totally different
feeling of depth.”

Mrs Dorsemaine, 90, has lived
on the 6th floor of the tower for
maore than 30 years. Although
she was upset by the works to
start with, she has just started
to enjoy some major benefits
from the transformation,

Didyou feel involved in the way this
project waos carried ot ?

Yes, [ was very active in the many
meetings that took placeabout the
project. I got involved to defend
the residents and I think people
still respect me for that today, My
husband and 1 found it difficult to
visualise the project. We didn't
think it would possible to extend
theapartmentsoutintospace. But
wiewere reassured by the fact that
therewere balconies. My hushand
has since died; he didn't see the fi-
nal result...

I think I might be the only resi-
dentwhostayedin theirapartment
throughout theworks. Iwasscared
they would break my things. The
works were very disjointed and
caused me alot of inconvenience -
there was dust everywhere all the
time, I'veonlyjust started toenjoy
myapartment andsee the positive
aspects,

Andwhat are they?

The living room hasn‘t changed
but as it adjoins the winter garden,
yougetatotallydifferent feelingof
depth. It gives the impression that
this room is larger, and most of all
that you're no longer confined by
the walls, That's very important,
even though there are lots of glass
surfaces to clean now.

And I've put a desk where my bed-
room used to be and moved my
bedroom next tothewintergarden,
It's much more pleasant like that
becauseitleads out tosomewhere
and there are two ways of getting
to it now.

Iz your apartment more corfor-
table now, in particular in terms of
warmith and air guality?
Tlovethewarmth, itdoesn‘tbother
me. | have no problems managing
it. I move around tofind whereit's
hot, not to avoid it. The small ex-
ternal awningis more thanenough
to manage it. The thermal curtain
seems useless to me. [ told the
architects at the very beginning
that I didn‘t want it because it
wasn't to my taste. [ already have
double-lined curtains which are
just the job, Ive always felt good
in myaparment. [t'sdifferent now.
There's more air and 1 can sit in
several places, T can walk around.
But I'vealwaysfelt good here, even
before the works, This room gives
memorespace, which lappreciate,
I can putsmall things here without
cluttering up my living room. I sit
on the sofa or in the armchair; [
plant herbs - parsley and chives.
I like tending this bit of outdoors.
I have more options for moving
around.
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Also, 1 often go on to the balcony
and putother small things there. [
really like having air. | see the sur-
roundings differently now. Last
night I watched the sunset, and I
couldsee Mont Valérien reallyeas-
ily, over there, directly opposite. I
really should go up there one day.
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"Also, | often go on to the balcony
and put other small things there.
I really like having air. | see the
surroundings differently now.
Last night | watched the sunset,
and | could see Mont Valérien really
easily, over there, directly opposite.
| really should go up there one day.”

Mrs Dorsemaine

il

m -

D&A | AUTUMN 2011 [ISSUE 16




