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Anne Lacaton & Jean Philippe Vassal

House in Lige Cap-Ferret
Bassin d’Arcachon, near Bordeawy, France 1998
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A, FIF=EH. FLhi 5.0 1998

The house is lecated on a marvellous site, Bassin d’Areachon,
close to the Atlantic Ocean, west from Bordeaux. The area has
a magnificent view on the Bassin d’Arcachon. It had never
been built,

Fifty pine trees (30 meters high) had grown on the ground, a
sand dune whose crest is 15 m higher than the waler.
According to the wish of the elients, the problem was to build a
house on this place withoul damaging the site and its qualilies.
The project kept the density of the forest —no Lree was cul—
and didn't change the undulating shape of the ground.

The house is a 210 m* platform on a single level, built on piles
between 2 meters and 4 meters high — depending on the slope
of the ground —which make it possible o pass under the house
and to have the best view of the landscape from inside e
house,

The frame is in steel. Facades are in corrugated aluminium
with some opening panels in transparent corrugated plastic
sheels,

The underface of the floor is in the same corrugated
aluminium, It refllects the light coming from the reflection on
the water down the dune,

The front facade towards the Bassin d'Arcachon is completely
transparent, in glass sliding doors,

Six trees go through the house. On the rool, transparent plain
plastic sheets are tightened Lo the trunks with flexible rubber.
They can glide on the edges of holes in the roofl when the trees
move with the wind.

Credits and Dala

Architects: Anne Lacaton & Jean Philippe Vassal
Collaborators: Sylvain Menaud, Laurie Baggeil, Plerre Yves Porlier,
Emanuelle Delag:

Engineers:

CESMA (stewd strclure)

Ingerop Swd Ouest (foundations)

Consultants: INRA, Labormtoire de Rhéologie du Boss 8 Cestas

Caue 33, Mr. Moussion, consultant phytosanitaire

Lention: Loge Cap-Ferret, Bagsin dArcachon, near Borleaus, Framnee
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vwered floor plan, north-souih
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Opprssite: Trees rising through the
Tonese, Right top: Open south ficedy
Right mieddle: Closed novth facade,
The covrugated altsminium
unederfoce of the floor reflects light
reflected from the water, Right
trttarn, clockiwise frow lefl togy:
Nrrth elevation, west efevation, eoast
elewation, south elevation (scafe:
17300,
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Anne Lacaton & Jean Philippe Vassal

Latapie House
Bordeaux, France 1993
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This house is the result of a commission o build, on a low
budget, a house for a couple with two children. It is situated in
a discontinuous residential area of Bordeaux’s inner suburbs,
The house fits into the street profile and presents itself as a
simple volume on a square base. [t comprises a metal frame
covercd, on the street side, by opaque cement-fiber cladding,
The other hall, with the conservatlory on the garden side, is
clad with transparent PVC.

A wood volume, wedged into the frame behind the opague
cladding. defines an insulated and heated winter space.
Opening onto the conservatory and onto the street side
exterior, the volume provides two open lloor spaces suitable for
the family's way of life: with a living-room and kitchen on the
ground level, and the bedrooms upstairs,

The technical rooms— kitchen, bathroom, we and storage —
are concentrated into a central volume,

The conservatory faces east and gets the early sunlight. It
forms a habitable part of the house, equipped with wide
venlilation panels, a shady corner under the rool and a heating
system Lo maintain the necessary lemperature or to allow
longer oceupation in winter,

The east and west fronls are very mobile, thanks to their
sliding and folding doors. In this way the house can be
converted from its most closed to its most open state according
to the necessity and desire for light, transparency, intimacy,
protection or ventilation.

The habitable part of the house can be varied according Lo the
season, from the smallest (iving room and bedrooms) to the
largesl, by embracing the whole garden in high summer.

This house was rapidly buill, and offers the possibility of
interior changes and easy adaptation. Its price was 430,000 FF
for a surface of 185 sqm.

Credits and Data

Architectes: Anne Lacaton & Jean Philippe Vassal,
Sylvain Menaud (agistant)

Az 185 m°

Gorouanl floor: 126 me including conservatory 63 m?
Il [howsr: 59 m

Cost: 430,000 F TTC

Comydetion: 1993

Enginesrs:

CESMA — Bordveaux, wetal structune
SEAMP — Bordeaux, conerele fondatinns
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Lefl, top ter hottorn: West eleetion
with fiber cement walls elosed; vast
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Above and gpposite: Conservatory

ot the garden clad with transparent
PIc.
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Anne Lacaton &Jean Philippe Vassal

House in Morsiglia (Project)
Morsiglia, Corsica, France 2000
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The construction site is 4362 sqm in size, [0 is aceessible via a
driveway Trom the village of Muechieta, further on via a
[ootpath through the bushes, Formerly cultivated as vinevanls,
today the terraced growd i completely covered by a lorest of
“vhene vert” that has grown wildly reaching up o 9=13 meters
high. The dense mass of leaves ereates a shady underwood and
obstructs the view onto the sea.

Hecause of the rather isolated position of the site, far below the
neighbouring village, we decidid not o reler to the village's
architecture but o refer 1o the surrounding landscape ilsell,
particularly drawing attention to the course of the Cape of
Corsica’s roads. They draw thin lines, lollowing the sl
profile ascending the mountaing above the seashore,

Inspired by this perception landscape, the builiding becomes a
platform that serves o enjoy the surrounding landscape
contemplatively.

The existing vegetation is used as an instrument of camouflage,

hiding its construction so that the building stavs invisible from
any point of the nearby village of Morsiglia. Using the
descending shape of the former vineyvard it disappears among
the leaves,

The level created by the dense cover of leaves, above the
grouni level. forms the basic level of the project, which is
located precisely al the peak of the territory near a path
folliwing a highiling,

Initially it was necessary to clear the underwood (in order o
mindmise the risk of fire) and 1o strengthen some trees, as well
as Lo trim those obstrocting the view so that these can at least
stay as they are below the main level,

The platform based on stilts is extended along the site as long
ag possible, thus producing a grand vista o the Northwest, The
platform is divided into a terrace and two indoor parts at the
extremes of the platform framing an outdoor space in-between
serving as a garden. Each part has its individual access via two
separate metal stairways similar o the fire eseape stairways in
MNew Yorl,

Aceording o the gramd vista, the principal acade Facing the
seaside is a completely transparent glass facade composed of
several sliding doors covering the interior parts as well as the
garden and thus protecting from the wind,

The facade at the backside is opagque and opens up only partly
ottle e trees bevond, Like the Tateral facades it allows a
different view onto the landscape and provides for ventilation.

Credits and Data

Architevts: Anne Lacaton & Tean Philipgpe Vassal
Cillnborators: Mathien Laporte

Praject vurrently in progress,

hwagees el photographs anbe by the offive Lacaton & Vassil
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